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Mike Baillie-Hamilton d Chairman FDSFB & Vieehairman RFFT

The biggest nesmo report this year ie do with the River Forth Fisheri€sust which has expanded
faster than we might have hoped when we crealdekiBoard islelightedwith the progress that has
been made under PatriEko t hr i nghamds di rpeaseditatincorafandingwem tlzer e
Board is beginning to lever in fresh money on several Trust projects.

Whilst the Board and Trust remain legally separate amcbndifbeasts, the shared Director and
overlapping board/trustee membership méaaithe two have worked most effectively togethdt

am convinced the proprietors have had good value out of the support the Board has provided to th
Trust. The same statureis used in most board/trust areas in Scotlandhancbimbined Association of
Salmon Fishery Boards (ASFB) and Rivers and Fisheries Trust Scotland (RAFTS) annual report also
the same story of @peration reaping rewards nationdllyeir jointreport contains a wealth of
interesting articles covering genetic research to legal action and is well wortiAmgguliogyrietor

wishing a copshould contact our Director.

Whilst the early part of the economic recession led to a slight rise lidishewn activity the
continuation of quiet economic times appears to havenma@ significant effect aiil Cunningham

and his assistants have had a noticeably busiemytmr fisheries protection front. The Board is
particularly grateful to thelunteers who form an importgmdrt of our team. We continue to work
more closely with the police and this has proved very effective in helping us tackle poaching mo
effectively.

Patrick Fothringham has dealt with a wide vafiétgues during thear in a way which has allowed us

to make excellent progress and take very signdiepdiorward. However, given the vast scale of the
task in front of us, there inevitably remain areas where we will be seeking to make further pkogress ar
woud liketo highlight two examples that show both where we have made strides forward and where w
have been frustratddespite theecession SEPA has found money in its Restoratiortd-halp us to

carry out work in easing, passing or removing barriers padidge. This is of fundamental importance

in improving and restoring salmon and seatrout runs in the Districluang the year several
professional studie$ barriers were conductecheBe should soon resultdoncrete action on barriers
across the Btrict However, in contrast) the summeof 2010a $gnificant number of small evsized

rainbow trout were caught in the vicinity of Callandenepated this to the Scottish Governmasta

fish farm escapélowever, dspite there being only gplausible source of these fish, Marine Scotland
wasunable to pinpoint blamehichwas both surprising and frustrating. This is one example of the
many pressures exerted on fish stocks within the District and we will continue to do all we can to mitiga
the risks they pose in the future.

The yeasaw the first use of the néwe-yearlyaluations and, although we reduced thedame and
some proprietors have paid smaller lewidsw largerrpprietors have had steep risdss has fed
through to theover al | B 0 a r dodirsaccounts showea st deficih of .approximately
£3,000 on a turnover of £141,000 for the y@ath figures are marginally better than budgetextall
your Board consider both the annual financial result and thesreséersatisfactory.
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The River Forth Fisheries Trust

Chai r Repar® s
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Dennis Toon 8 Charman RFFT

Following its formation in 2008 the Trust is now very atioss the Btrict. Its relationship with the

Forth District Salmon Fisheries Board is excellent and the two organisations are working closely together

in the interests of theiDs t r i ¢ tafdsfishfstocksh er i e s

Joanna Girvan joined t in&eptendra3re bangs withher cdnsidersaliled s
expertiseJ oannads knowl edge, application and c¢ommi
Trust activitySheis accredited for electfishing and can now be supported by volunteers as may be
required when congtting surveys awelve volunteers from various organisations d&laeeeceived

formal electrdishing trainingAdditionally, Ben ®er who spent time with the Trust last year is now
working with us again, in conjunction with RAFTS working on plansttoldhe spread of Invasive
Non-Native Species (INNS), a rapidly developing threat to our Tiwensgh our close, productive and
co-operative relationship with the Stirling Council Fisheries Team we are jointly training a Fisherie
Apprentice who in wk course will further strengthen our collective resoBrdecatchment

management grosipare now established representing the fisimgessts for each of theiDst r i ct B s

rivers and are tasked withplementing theifheryManagementl&n for their pdicular riverThese
groups are the primary interfaeéween angling organisatiand the Trust.

The Calair Burn has been subject of a detailed survey in the year and for 2011 it will be a Trust priority
set in progress a long awaited progeenhage fish passage through/ottlee Calair Falls, thus enabling
exploitation of upstream habitat by salmon.

In association with SEPA and a number of angling organigatitonghe Dstrict our Director Patrick
Fothringham is making excellent progresdainnfmg, developing river restoration programmes and
pursuing grant fundingihese plans will result in either removal of obstructions in several of the rivers or
the addition of fish passes where removal is not a practical dpese. are major high wal
programmes and once established the active participation of management groups from the angli
organisations will be essential.

Ben Tyser has produced an excellent managgai@nfor the control of INNS. Ais plan was widely
distributed for consultaticand the consultation phase has been com@etedon behalf of the Truyst

is now working with RAFTS to secure the necessary grangftmdinplement the plan across the
District. Early work by way @f pilot programme is expected to commence on \tha shortly.
Separately, through funding and under management by the Ochils Landscape Partnership programm
three year control project will be carried out over part of the River, Biwbng within the next twelve
months.

Joanna Girvan led the educatn a | programme OFish in the CIl ass
nine Clackmannanshire and two Stirling Primary Schiislsiery popular programme, much enjoyed

by the childrenis now being presented by the Trust at the request of Clacksh&nen&ouncil
Education Departmentln addition to funds from the Trystontributions were made by
Clackmannaaljire?) Council, the Clackmannanshire Biodiversity Partnership and The Devon Angling
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AssociationThe Trust is actively seeking long term funéon the programme with the prospect of
running it annually in Clackmannanshire and extending it into a number of Stirling and Falkirk Primany
Schools.

Funding of the Tru@ activities in the current financial climate is difficult and it remains|abstnm
continue to develop strong parsteps with grant funding bodies suclsidsi, SEPA, LEADER efc.
Developing these partnerships will enable access to fungsapacty-project basis. His process can
be very time consuming with no guaranteesofccessful outcontieis therefore important to focus on
spedic activities and not to oveommit the physical resoutoevhich we currently have access

From the fishing perspective 2010 was a good year across all of our rivers and for sdimdarin pa
Most had excelleautumn runs andhé Trust is pleased ttat increasing numbef salmon fishermen
in the Ostrict are supportintpe salmon and seatraaginservation measures.

Directords Report
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Patrick Fothringham o Director FDSFB & RFFT

The year to 31st Jan 2011 has been an extremely bas\d dhes report is filled with snippets of
information concerning a large number of issues and projects that are going on irbthattdmants

of what is Scotlandds third | argest fisheries
level of detail in these pages. If proprietors would like further information then please feel free to contagt
t he B o a ratddygimeocahd wie wikk do our best to fill youitinvould also be good to hear ideas,

suggestions and views as to how we should take projects forward in the future. Additionally, there is a

wealth of more detailed information on various web sitegied you to the web addresses at the top
of each of the articles where you will find a great deal of material.

Given that most of the project work carried out by both the Board and the Trust is highlighted elsewhere
in this report, | will confine mys&tf discussing the-m¥ganisation and expansion of the Board/Trust
setup as the platform that we now operate from is very different to that of a year or two ago.

The various pieces in this joint report are evidence that the Board and the River FathTiFigtere
working very closely together to deliver integratesgphealles freshwater fisheries management across the
District. The support that the Board has given the fledgling Trust has allowed it to grow rapidly and 2010
we were able to take ontlb@ Biologist in Dr. Joanna Girvan, and an Invasive Species Officer in Ben
Tyser. Both of them have hit the ground running and are doing a superb job in getting things movin
with regard to project del i v erya.sciehtific, dvidestiasey e a r
approach to fisheries management and this is the underpinning philosophy on which all of our activiti¢
are built.

D—OoOrQ

The third |l eg of the Forth fisheries managemenp

t

namely, Stirling Council. While in the past relations between the Board and the Council have at times
been strained, we currently enjoy a close symbiotic partnership that is delivering great benefits to both

parties. You will see in the Forthand Teitoreg t hat t he Council ds fi shl
in improving the way it runs its fishery. In addition, it has offered excellent support by providing office
accommodation and various other beneéoblaggistandt o {
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I nvasive Species Officer have been given desk
Trust and Council are now well equipped to pull together towards common goals and this is noy
happening and the Board and Trust would likbaiok the Council for their exceptional support. The
Trust and the Council have jointly taken on a fisheries management apprentice who is helping with
numerous aspects of the Trust and Council ds wor k
way of an extra pair of hands for field work.

<

The relationship between the Board and the Trust is at the heart of everything we are trying to do. The
Board, as it must do, is retaining its statutory fisheries protection role and has retained tlié role of B
Cunningham the Superintendent who bailiffs the fisheries of the District. He does this, ably supported by
his volunteer bailiffs and | would like to take this opportunity to thank them all for the work they do
throughout the year. However, the Boasddassed its wider fisheries management role to the new Trust
and makes a substantial financial contribution so that that part of its remit is covered effectively. The
Trust is better placed to provide science led fisheries management and | beliedegitts Basat value
for money through this contribution.

We have already touched on how important the role of volunteers is on the baliliffing front. However, this
is mirrored on the fisheries management front with groups of volunteers on each ofahe ®istri s u b
catchments providing close linkage to -specific issues on the ground. As the management groups

grow in stature it is hoped that they will take on a more and more important role in fisheries management
planning and delivery.

The final piece ithe matrix is made up of the external agencies and partner organisations who contribute
either financially or 4ikind to what we are trying to do. These range from Marine Scotland, SEPA and
SNH, to the umbrella fisheries management organisations thiatidssot Salmon Fisheries Boards

(ASFB) and the Rivers and Fisheries Trusts of Scotland (RAFTS). We cannot hope to be effective
without building strong relationships with these partners and we would like to thank them for the
contributions they make.

Findly, | should say a word or two about the way forward. There are three key areas that we want to drive
forward in 2011. The first is to continue to tackle the many obstacles and barriers to fish migration on the
Di strictds r i ver sownthatthelbestsbafigr-bycleima termsldf stockoresterations h
and enhancement is through opening up habitat and giving salmon and sea trout access to areas of
catchments that have been closed to them by the erection of barriers. We will be workimighclosely
SEPA and RAFTS to take this forward and it is likely that the first physical works in this program will
commence in 2011.

The second area where we hope to make progregs
species. Ben Tyser is has pooduced a Distrigtide Invasive Species Plan and the challenge for 2011
is to put the plan into action. This is no small task and the sums of money that must be raised if action
to make a difference will be extremely large. However, we are saloemwte road of pulling this

huge project together and through working with RAFTS are optimistic that we can deliver.

S

Finall vy, it is of p ar a mo-ogaichment fispedes manageneent plana are t |h e
completed and that the risapedic issues that come out of them will be brought into prioritised lists for
action. This process will be completed in 2011.

I feel I should take this opportunity to wish| vy
hope that 2011 will shawh at t he wupturn in the Forthoés catches
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Dr. Joanna Ginan 0 BiologistRFFT

Fish in the Classroom

In early 2011, theewTrust biologist carried out the Fish in the Classroom project for 12 primary classes
in Clackmannanshire, two in Stirling, Doune Primary School and Cramond Primary School. The biolog
was supported by Stirling Council in sourcing equipment and sefsngptan the classrooms.

The project commenced with a colourful presentation to each class covering the salmon and sea trout
cycle, different kinds of fish (native and introduced), predators and prey. Then the eggs (250) we
introduced to th tankand the teachers and childetrown how to look after them. The tanks were
divided in two with a pump circulatingter between each side. The childeghto replace ice bottles in
the back half of the tanks to keep the temperature low enough for tinetleg@ont as well as using a
pipette provided to remove dead eggs. The biologipt@dsmed workbooks for the childréoilowing

up on the information in the presentation and including a trout diary where drawings and notes could |
used to trackhe development of the alevins. Some classes made murals of the life cycle and put these
the wall next to the tanks.

The biologist kept in contact with the classes and was able to deal with any gedbyrerosdhe
teachers kept the biologist imhed as to the progress of the alevins and the disappearance of the yolk
sacs. Survival rates were extremely, guast of the classes releasing over 200 of the original 250 eggs.
Once the yolk sacs had disappeared, the fry were taken to a nearbylstkandreleased. The sites
were all within walking distance of the schools and the fry were allowed to make their own way out of tk
buckets to cheers from the childr@ne class even performed a song they had written in honour of their
fry. A licencapplication was made to Marine Scotland for all of the release sites.
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Since the success of the project, there has been a large amount of interest from other parts of the district

to roll out the project to a greater number of schools. Tyne, Avon, AlntbAtlaanWater anglers are
interested in bringing the project to schools in their catchments next year to help raise awareness
conservation and the importance of catch and release!

The project brought in enough revenue to the Trust in 2011 to purcleasgeneratalectrefishing
kit.

Planneglectfeshinépr 2011

While there will be some core and spealéatrefishingmonitoring carried owtcross the Btrict, there

will be a strong focus on project related survey. Discussions are takiwghptheevarious angling
graups to determine suitable sites; sdhare has been emphasis on including sites and controls to
determine the impact of barriers (Almond, Tyne, Bannockburn, Allan Water, Esk, Biel Water), siltatio
(Allan Water) and flood ediation schemes (Avon) on fish distributiparticularly juvenile salmonids.

All of the subcatchments in the district will have some covefaglectrefishing, with around three
days being allocated to each river between June and September.go@pémelitype of suryaised, it
is anticipated that four to se\sites may be covered per day.
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Fisheries Management Plans

The initial drafts of the Fisheries Management Plans will be completed by the end of May. Each w|
follow the same template, bbéte is a lot of variation in the amount of information available for each
subcatchment. Some groups have already completed comprehensivdnpbanas (Vater of Leith,
Carron);others are now being commenced with the help of the appropriate managemper{igne,
Forth and Teith). Following a summer seas@fheofrefishingand site visits, the Trust biologist will be
much better placed to produce final versions of danhirpthe autumn. The Trulshsacquireda
functioning GIS which means that magpif the District and sulcatchments is now possible to a high
specification.

Commercial activities

Scottish Natural Heritage has asked the Trusts to carry out etettnafishingmonitoring of SACs
designated for fish species. With the hel@tiofing Council, the Trust biolsgiwill carry out an
estimated sevetiays ofelectrefishing for this purpose orthe River Teith SACThere is also the
possibility of further work for the Trust from this contract in the form ofaadoating role anaft
adult fish monitoring role.

The Trust has been contracted to carry out a badelitrefishingsurvey on the Annet Burn in support
of a mini hydro scheme proposed for the Elie. Trustdoes not have any concerns for the impact of
the proposed schenon migratory fish.

A similar sized contract has been awarded to the Trust to electrofish the main stem of the River Teith a
a small side channel to help monitor and reduce the impact of a pond level lowering project b
Cambusmore quarries.

Another quog forelectrefishing workhas been provided to a wind farm company but has not yet been
awarded.

Mini hydro schemes

The number of mini hydro schemes being proposed for small rivers within the Forth District is set to ris
rapidly. The Trust biologist hagended site visits for four prgeal schemes recently. Thesehare

Muckle Burn, Calair Burn, Inverlochlarig Burn and Annet Burn. The Annet Burn and Inverlochlarig Burn
are not considered to be problematic as the depleted reaches are above thalimiticdimigration.

The Muckle Burn is a worry as this is an important spawning burn for migratory salmonids and we rea
do not know what the impact is likely tadl@specially with reference to wetted area of stream bed. The
Trust has objected to thennhydro proposed for the Calair Burn because the environmental report did
not seem to consider the salmon population or assess the impact of the scheme in reducing the are:
prime spring salmon spawning and juvenile habitat available. The Trusbkas alsnsulted regarding

a proposed hydrechemdor the Bannockburn.

Barrier assessment training

SEPA haglevised a Barrier Assessment Methodology that provides a standardised way of determini
how passable an obstacle is likely to be for differest @zl species of fish at low flows. SEPA
restoration funding will shortly no longer be available to work on barriers that have not been assess
using this protocol. It is intended that the Trusts will undertake these assessments (rather tha
commercialampanies). The Trust biologist attended a-tlagdraining course in April 2011 and is now
competent in using the assessment methodology. In addition to this method supporting barrier easemg
applications, it can also be used to help with other managitisions such as the difficult task of
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improving appropriate access on the Calair Burn. The weir on the Calair Burn is likely to be passable

small fish, but less passable to large fish such as spring salmon. The high falls above the weir, however, i

unlikely to be passable to all thet largest salmori.the weir could be made passable to large fish, we
could see a higher number of returning spring salmon in the uppdf the barrier assessment were
carried out and couldonfirm this, more wvight and justification could be lent to this particular
management decision.

Riverfly training

Several angling clubs in thistbct have organised riverfly training courses with the help of SEPA and
the Riverfly Partnership. The Almond was the most reakimg place on 4th April and was very well

attended. Carron and Slammanan anglers have also run the course. There is considerable interest in other

areas of the district to carry out this training (Tyne and Allan Water). Club members each undertake
carry out monthly sampling throughout the year at one site that is cortwehgmt Sampling involves

one threeminute kick sample and identificatmninvertebrates belonging to eighasily identifiable
groups leading to the awarding of a scorgri@determined lower score threshold level is reached, then

the club contacts SEPA to warn of possible water quality issues. Spatial sampling by several members

throughout a river means that the source of any pollution is likely to be identified.
Electrfishinteam leader training

The Trust biologist will attend the SFCC Manag@ugrefishingCourse in June 2011.
Health and Safet§.S)

The Trust biologist has taken on the role of H&S officer for the Trust and Bo&t& SAmanual has
been produced along with generic and specific risk assessments and an incident repoH&®o0k. A
training evening has been planned for all of the voluntary bailiffs @&whBilighanhas attended a
First Aid course

Superintenttent 6s Re¢
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Bill Cunningham & Superintendent FDSFB

Reports indicate that salmon catches for 2010 weserm@ proprietorseporting a particularly good
year, despiteatches being below par dudoge, July and the start of August.

| received mixed reports about h® 1 0 gr i |l se run, some of the Di
grilse, while most reportéleht it had been one of the best runs for years. On the ypvsidiesh of
around30lbs were caught and releasedlamyd numbers of fish rangibetween 12lbs to 26lbs were
also returned.

The opening of the 2011 season was heralded once again by a parade of anglers along Callander
streetand a number afpringersverecaught onkte opening day.

Fourteen arrests were made last ftéaran even splite$en rod and line incidents ranging from fishing
without legal right and fishing by illegal method seven gill netting incidents. All cases were submitted
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to the Procurataer Fscalat Stirling, Haddington and Edinburgh and to date only three of these cases
have come to courEines ranging from £500 £800 were levied against those conviéted one

reason or another, rightly or wronglye Procurator Fiscal did not put saogk and line cases forward

and warnings were given instead.

I do not need to remind anybody that we rely heavily on our voluntary bailiffs who work lamgdours
totally unpaidasis and without thabluntary force it woulde impossible to carry oamtipoaching
operations. | am pleased to report, tinathe last yeafor the most part mombmongst the bailiffs has
been high

The board now has a very strong relationship with all the police forces within its district. This partnership
has ledo joint operations in 2010 anthny morare planned in the fodbming year. This will involve
continuous covert foot patrols using both the wildlife crime officers and the board bailiffs. Boat patrols
will be @arried out on Loch Lubanig anddh Voil to m&e sure that legislation is not being ignored. All
burns and rivers in the upper reaches will be patrolled Moxiagber and December to trypietect

the redds.

As | have said in the past there is an influx of many eastern Europeans into the afeghonostave
never had to dhin a permit to fish befora; problem couldhereforearise through lack of local
knowledge and understanding of the Scottish fishing laws. | have abtsilbdabard printed in Polish

as many of these anglers that | ham®untered on the river have a very limited understanding of
English.Copies are available for any proprietor who would like one.

Once again | would be most grateful if any proprietor who believes or suspects that illegal fishing |is
taking place would c@tt me on the number belowll calls will be treated onfidence and
investigated. | would like to assure all proprietors that the riversaledpatra regular basisthélugh

bailiffs are not always conspicuous it does not mean we are not there.
3

BILL CUNNINGHAM: - 07887 83554
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1900 1940 1970 2006

Ben Tyserd Invasive Species Officer RFFT

4TS gy

The RFFT and biosecurity planning across Scotland

For years, control of invasive species in the Forth, partitdarbf noxious
riparian weedéas been largely ad hoc,amdcially, government agencies h
been unwilling or unable to tackle the problem head on. Much of the Fo§
slowly recovering from cenes of detrimental human impaleg major legacies
of which are point and diffuse sources of pollution, olisimscto fish
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migration, alterations to natural water flow and physical alterations to river banks and beds. Invasive n

native specigdNNS) have proliferated within the Forth and threaten efforts to improve its previously
degraded image, environmentlandscape

The Fisheries trusts, with their wide coverage of S¢atlarsen by government as an effective delivery
mechaism for objectives such as the Water Framewiogktde, and the control of invasive species is
no exception.

The RFFT has becaninvolved irthe fight against invasive paative species in Scotland; a fight which
is gaining momentum as RAFTS has taken shipasf the issue for the past fiigars. Other Trusts,

notably the Esks, Cromarty Firth and 1920 1940 1970_ 1995
Galloway Fisheries Trusts fotme 6 p h a s ~
RAFTS biosecurity programméiich aims to
monitor, prevent the spread of and contf
invasive species.

The CIRB (Controlling Priority Invasiv
Species and Restoring Native Biodiversi
project will target twelve Scottish catchme
in Argyll, Ayrshire, Galloway and the Twe
valley, as well as rivers in Co. Londonde
and Co. Louth.

Implementing biosectyimeasures in the Central baltluding the Clyde and the Forth, is a different
proposition and implementing biosecurity in the Fisrtine next stage in RAFTS Scothande
initiative.

Map 1: Fisheries Trust & Biosecurity plan areas

Work of the Trust
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